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On Becoming A Rhode Islander

BY SARA DOWD T

Rhode Island is my home. Upon éntering Brown four years ago, of
evien just last vear, | wouldn't have answered the same way,
Sophomaore year, in a writing class, 1 was asked (o wnle a paper on
what or where | considercd home, At the ime 1 lacked a definitive
response and pugzled over possible answers, 1 have grown up just
bl c.h;:[:-'whl;rc_ il;l'll_l HEVEr I|||||:|r_'|'|[ sl '.||:'|:.-' I'!n.ll'li-:.'!l:li'l.l ci[:.. iul‘!-tll'h.
neighborhood, or howse, as a place 1 really liked to call bome. When [
first came 10 Brown, Rhode Island was, in my mind, only a wemporary
residence, Today T am convinced that | have found my home here, o
place to which [ can always return for comfon.

It's funny the way 1 found my home though, Last Spring, | was at the hoathouse as usual
for Saturday moming rowing practice. To my surprise, alfter practice Congressman Patrick 1.
Kennedy showed up al the boathouse, He was there 1o accept an oar, which was 1o be preseated by
Brown's crew team members and coaches. Upon leaving the beathouse, | approached the
Congressman's car and spoke with his Press Sceretary, Larry Berman, [ asked Larry sbout working
for the Congressman and was given the number for the office and 1old 1o send in a resume,
Forunistely, they were beginning o put together o campaign for the Congressman’s 2002 re-election
o Congress and 1 happened (o be in the nght place al the Aght time,

I joined the campaign in May of 2002, and began as a staffer under Larry Berman, who had
by then been appointed as Campaign Manager. Throughowt my sis months on the. campaign | was
able 1o experience and become pan of Rhode Island’s community and colture. | was introduced 1o
prominent Rhode Island politicians including Senator Pell and Senaor Jack Reed, 1 also mer many, if
ok all, of the koeal r-ulili{'i;m', andd was able 10 work with Attomey Gemeral Patrick Lynch, Condidate
for Governor Myrth York, Mayor of Providence David Cicilline, Secretary of State Man Brown, and
Congressman Kennedy in coordinating @ forum on college activism for the Brown Campus.

Yet what brought me home o Rhode Island was my interaction with the people of
Providence and other state residents, T enjoyed picnics with the seniors, festivals with Latinos,
luncheons with Poruguese, and countless conversations with supermarket shoppers. [ was also scen
shouting and proudly holding “VYote Kennedy™ signs on [-195 and on many street comers. | can now
give accurate directions throughout the First District, 1 know what a quahog is, and 1 most definiely
know where o go for the best local food. 1 am even beginning 1o pick up a Rhode Island accent.

I have worked in local elementary schools, gone door knocking for the Democratic Party of
Rhode Island, and have even gotien a Rhode Island license and registration for my car. T pay rent
here, buy my groceries bere, and have my mail sent do my Providence residence. And | know my
politicians, This year on election day, [ was familiar with everyone on my ballot.

But it wasn't until [ was recognized by a Providence Journal reporier at a pub, and when 1
bezgran 10 dov my taxes, that | realized T was finally at home, home in Bhode [sland. g




students have become actively involved in nearby communities. Finally, although
perhaps most importantly, is the program’s ability 10 function as a dynamic,
'.\'n:]n:ul:nmL:_ and intmate |.‘\-:l|:|'||l1|l|'|1'!‘_'..

Thig yvear's Journzl bighliphis the prog ram's Tundamental featunes by
-EI'|I|1|1-:I*~"i.|':I|I'Ij_l the multiiede of ineress LI CONCENITRIONS and the diverse Wiy 1N
which they have become involved in lecal communities. The articles in this issug
are truly eclectic. Sara Dowd ‘03 describes how her involvement im Painick
Kennedy's campaign has solidified her as a Rhode Islander. Next, o co-leader of the
progrum’s UG, Ethan Horowitz 04, explores careers in municipal government and
descrbes the role of his Urban Studics background in this feld. Geoff Gladstone, a
RUE student, provides us with an insightlul analysis of 8lade Ruriner, Laura Smith
U4 examines hnu'-mu: discrimination in Providence ﬂul'-::u-_..'h hier th[h:l'i-;.'l:u.'{'ﬁ
working for Rhode Island Legal Services on the Fair Housing Initiatives Program
Mathan Dahl 03 analyzes the emergence of extreme sporting activitics nationwide
and the significant impact this trend has had on the urban landscape. Finally,
Jessica Jones *U05.5, who coordinales the DIUG with Ethan, brings us up to date on
the Ulrban Stedies P

I want (o sincerely thank those who helped make this publication
possible: Sara, Ethan, Geoll, Laura, Mate, and Jess, for putting up with the
ineessant e-mails, and for submitting interesting. thoughtTul articles, and Chris
Sonderczeer and Yemon Henderson for their suppon and guidance. Finally, |
would like 1o thank all of the Urban Swdics concentrators and faculty for four
wonderful years.

Urban Studies Journal

Editor's Note

When asked whiat my concentration i% &t Brown, nine times oul of ten the
next question (following a bewildered fook) is, “50, whal exacily is Urban
Studies™" From here ivpically lainch into o familiar spiel explaining how il
means something entieely different 1o cach Urban Studies concentralor
because of ils ||||_|'|I.|-,|iu.::||'-|i|:|i|r} loscus, simd how in effect, there is no precise
way to defing what the concentration means to the program collectively, 'Wedl,
that’s not entirely true. It's probably more accurate 1o say that within the
department’™s general interest, passion and concern for urban issues, cach
student and faculty member sculpts a unique mix of what the program has 1o
offer. As illustrated in this vears journal, ihe issues encompassed in the Deld,
ranging from politics, wo urban sprawl, 1o housing discrimination, o the urban
built environment, are widely diverse, Another imporant aspect of Brown's
Urhan Studies program is the applicability of the curriculum 1o life beyvond
College Hill. The articles in the
{isl | qu pages, |'|i||l;||;||'|;.1r|:.-' 1hose
written by Sara Dowd, Ethan
Horowitz, and Laura Smith, offer o
small sample of the ways in which

- Ashley Ladman 03




The Urban Studies Journal

Life After Urban Studies

BY ETHANHOROWTTZ 04

Because of the liberal arts
eurriculor structure and multi-
disciplinary emphasis of Brown's
Urban Siudics program, current and
potential concentrmors alike fear an
inherent incompatibility between an
Urhan Studies degree and Muture
gainful employment, Yet, contrary 1o
thiz common perceplion, a degree in
Urban Studies does offer a unigue set
of occupation-specific experiences and
skills tha extend beyond the general
critical thinking as well as analytical
reading and writing skills which
students develop during four vears of
academic work in any field, One such
Urhan Studics-specific job track is a
carcer in municipil government,
Although I ¢an only speak from a
limited set of experiences - internships
at the Depaniment of Public Works in
Wellesley, Massachusetts and the
Department of Planning and
Redevelopment in Pawtucket, Rhode
Island — in both of these instances, the
Urban Studies program’s unigue blend
of economics, sociology, political
science, history and history of ant and
architecture not only helped me o
secun: each opportunity but also
provided me with a solid base from
which 1o address many work-related
ELTITEN

My first experience, in the
Management Division of Wellesley's
Department of Public Works {DPFW),
drew heavily from both my economics
and political science backgrounds, The
primary mission of the Management

Drivision is 1o keep rack of the DPW
portion of Wellesley's whopping 100
million budget and develop new
programs that will either more
efficiently deliver services 1o residents
or fiscally stream-line existing service
delivery. The specific focus of my

work, funded by grant money from
Wiussachusetts Depariment of
Environmental Protection, was 1o
develop a municipal recycling program
fior Wellesley businesses, As ex-
students of EC 111 (Intermediaie
Micro-Economics) and EC 141 (Urban
Economics) could guess, the
suceessiul resolution of the many
questions involved in such a complex
project is based on the cost-benefit and

cost oplimization analyses that are all
Lo cOmMMmMon in urban economic
problem solving. Another challenge
inherent in working under the
Wellesley system of governance, one
more pakatable for the less
mathematically inclined, 15 the
successful navigation of the town's
nightmarishly decentralized political
structure, o throwhback from the
Progressive Era that puts even Los
Angeles (o shame, Although nothing
could have prepared me [or the
convoluted mess that masquerades as
the town's official municipal power
structure, a background in the political
and historical foundations of urban
government provided in US 21 (The
City), P§ 22 (City Politics) and HI 183
i American Urban History Since 1870)
gave me a definite edge in
understanding as well as coping with
the organd zational culture of Wellesley
politics.

My second experience, as an
intern for the Pawtucket Planning
Department, encompassed an even
larger cross-section of Urban Studies-
related skills and experiences, This
proqect, which 1 underiook with Tracy
Hadden via US 100 (Fieldwork in the
Urban Community ), involved the
creation of a “Providence Plan™ for
Pawtucket = & document that
effectively redrew the city’s twenly-
year-old community area boundaries
and analyzed these new neighborhoods

{eontimed on page 8)
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Not Built To Last: The Los Angeles Of Blade Runner

Ridley Scoit's film Slade
Runner s s2tin a future Los Angeles
(the 2019 of 1983). The cily is
depicted as a rainy dystopia where it is
almost always dark. The film noir
mannerisms, dark light, and brooding
music (ol L mention a visual trope of
slowly rotating, ominous fan blades)
seem toosend an anti-urban implication

the city is depicted as dangerous,

diny. and confusing, Bul the message
of the film seems more specific. The
moody tone reflects the iragedy not
only of oy Batty and the other
Replicants, but of the wasted Los
Angeles presented, Both are unable o
continue as they are and face the end
of their lifespan. Rather than serving
as a waming againsi the dangers of
“the ¢ity”, Blade Runner seems a
warning against poor design and hasty
abandosiment. In g sense it can be
seen less as “anti-urban™ than as “'pro-
planning”,

The opening panorama of the
Future Los Angeles is exiraordinary -
scamered lights, menacing structures,
and belching Mames, There seems 1o
be no coherence or even separation of
land wse, only an out-of-control
extrapolation of eponymons "L A,
School”™ patterns — non-radial
organization and uncentered sprawl.
The city's structure has apparently
fwiled, While the housing and living
needs of the future are unspecified,
many residents are clearly heeding the
adverntising blimp’s perpetual
exhortations o jump ship and “make a
fiew &iart in the off-world colonies”™
{even better than the suburbs), There
seems o have been significant
depopulation, judging from the emply
high-rises in which the characters live.

Rising above the disorganized
chaotic cityscape is the Tyrell
Corporation’s gigantic pyramid. This

BY GEOFF GLADSTONE

megastruciure is perhaps the most
realized version of Paclo Solen’s
arcology concept. Claiming that “life
i cocroed by the environment man has
produced and lives in", an arcology is
mcant to avoid the “scattered life”
outside (as exemplified in Blade
Runrrer s cityscape) by locating all
necds in one structure, a true machine

for living. Looming darkly over the
landscape, one wonders whether the
occupants of the Tyrell arcology really
find the atlempt at order inside
preferable to their surroundings.

In the first scene we ane
presented with o clue 10 a missing {and
seemingly lost) guide out of Blade
Runmer s urban chaos, Replicam
Leon's sddress is given as "1 187
Hundertwasser”. Fredensreich
Hundertwasser was, like Soleri, an
outsider architect with o unigue
aesthetic, Reference 1o his work in the
{ilm 15 subsile bui unmistakahle, The
film’s repeated images of eyes were a
focus of Hundertwasser’s an and
architecture, where he noted the
centrality of windows as eyes
mediating between inside and outside

life. Even Blade Bunmer's omnipresent
drizzle would be appreciated by
Hundertwasser, who noted “the
importance of every singhe drop of rain
falling on & city™ as o vital and organic
process of growth,

Perhaps the main concepl
Hundertwasser advocated was thal
architecture must not be fixed, that
buildings should
change with time and
the seasons, “The
house must grow like
an orgamism, he
insisted. Muoch of this
concept was expressed
in hiz architeciure hy
such dubious elements
s grass roofs and
“tree-tenants” Scking
ouil the windows, The
Los Anocles of Blade
Rumrer cleardy has no
sich integration with
ithe natural world
{indeed the production
refease of the film ends
with the main characiers cscaping
across rolling green hills “out there™),
The residents portrayed seem 1o feel
this disconnection subconscious]y;
certainly empathy for animals is a
central part of the Voigt-KampiT test
and there 15 an odd penchant for
acquiring artificial pets. An often-
advocated goal for ensuring sustainable
urban development is 1o balance the
huill environment with the natural
environment. One wonders where the
Los Angeles of 2019 gets its water -
although depopulation is a novel way
of mitigating this dilemmi.

But Hundertwasser's focus on
a “natural” environment also suggests
the impontance of the capacity 1o grow

{emidinued an page G}
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Uncovering Housing Discrimination - A Look at Local Neighborhoods

When Professor Silver of the
Socioloay and Urban Studees depurt-
ments offered me 4 job last semester |
cagerly accepted, knowing very little
gbout the lime commitment or
what it would entail. Luckily, it
torned out e be o wonderiul
opponiunity 0 apply knowledge
andd rdeas [ve gained ot Brown
toa field T knew lindle aboat -
housing dhscmimination. |
learned firsthand about housing
discnimination, an urban 11l that
affects residents nationwide
Through her referral, [ met with
members of Bhode Island Legal
Services, ~.|:u:L'ir7||_':.1|.T'r|.- |'.n.'|-"r|.'|:r'.'-.
wiorking for the Fur Housing
|r|i1i:|l:i1.--;;5 F'l'l_l#l'i.'ll"l]. T']h.' Rhl'ﬂ.lr_'
Island program is funded by the
lederal organization designed 1o
climinme housing discrimination,
Although discimination is
obwviously illegal and there are
miany sefeguards 1o prevent
people from unfair treatment, the
study has proven how prevalent
it atill 15, Providence is one of
mieny citics around the United Siates
helped by the Iniviatives program in an
anempl o cracdicate discrimination and
wllevw everyone a fuir chance m
housing.

Working with data compiled
by Rhode Island Legal Services, |
analyzed compiaints of housing
discrimination made by residems of
Providence and the rest of the siale. A
team of lawyers had gathered over
1500 zurveys filled oul by people who
claimed o have been victims of
discrimination in their search for
housing. The lawyers wanted to
determine who was most at risk for

BY LAURA SMITH 04

being discriminated against, and why.
With Professor Silver’s help, 1
organized the data and categonized the
subjects” claims of discrimination

@u

|

encountered in their
howsing search by iype: racial,
disahility, or family-struciure related
discrimination. T also sorted the
subjects by race: while, black, or
Hispamic. [ transferred the datw from
Excel onto PSS, a compuier program
that aids in statistical analysis, which
allowed me 1w quickly compuie
frequencies, cross-tabulations, and
other values useful in determining
rekationships between the Tactors and
resulis,

Few of the 1,523 subjecis
filled out the survey (o completion,
which lelt many gaps in the data. For

expmple, in rying o arrange subjecis
by their zip codes, 1 found that many
didint include theirs in the survey.
This made it defTicult o conclude
which locations had high housing
discrimination rates and which had
low ones, However, thene wene
somc clear “hot spots,” often
located a1 the borders of typically
white neighborloods in
Providence, Pawiucket,
Waonnsocket, and Central Falls.
Becognizing these trends will help
Rhodke Island Legal Services tanget
and implement anti-discrmination
awareness programs where they
are oSt meeded, 'i"-'llrlv.i.ni! fir
Rhode Island Legil Services was
my first expericnce at applying
classroom methods of statistical
analysis 10 real data, The Urban
Swdies courses 've token ol
Brown have helped define my
views of city dynamics, and it
was wonderful w o relute these
ideas to previously unfamiliar
facets of urban life, 1 learned a
tremendoas amount abaout
housing and discrimination trends,
along with more practical skills related
o research and gathering data. It was
Tascinating o study rends which
affect urhan areas so close o Brown -
[ cum point oul the “hot spols”™ on a
map and visit them myself with case.
The project gave me a broader
perspective on Lthe benefits of effective
research and was a wonderful
complement 1 my urban studies
concentration, B

e
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The Emergence of Extreme Sporting Activities
and Its Influence on Urban Parks and Culture

Im the past two decades the
phenomenon of extreme sporting
aetivaties has emerged and changed the
way people wse the urban environment
for recreational purposes, Extreme
sporis, which began with the invention
of the skateboard over forly years ago,
are individually challenging as well as
highly competitive, maching sports
patrons’ abilities with scenarios and
obstacles typically found in the urban
environment. Extrems sporting pa-
trons, such s skateboarders,
rollerbladers, and BMX bikers pursie
the urban terrain in seach of thal
perfect obstacle - a bench, curb, rasl,
trashean, jump, or anvehing thist wall
give the riders a chance w test ther
skills and courage. The usage of the
urban landscape as an arena for
sporling aclivity where patrons defy
tnws amd Ask serious injury is a
relatively new problem For wriban cibies,
but luckily extreme sports activists,
commumnities, and city councils have
been able o cooperate in producing

Not Built To Last...Continued — -

{eontinged from page 4)

and adapt, an ability lacking in Slade
Runner, Replicants, with their limited
lifespan and emotional
underdevelopment, cannol change or
grow, Their central frustration is thear
inahility to live beyond their original
design, The city of Los Angeles seems
likewise to have outlasted s original
parameters and 1o be incapable of
wdapting 10 the new patterns of the
future,

Paolo Soleri speaks of the city
as ideally incorporating “the whaoleness
of o biclogical organism”, He is clear

BY NATHAN DAHL TS

designated parks and paths for extreme
sporting activity, Skate parks can now
be found in every state, in suburbs and
the inner city alike, providing the
extreme sport community with both

public and private Tacilitics, which ure
designed specifically for extreme
SELIVILY,

In ihe beginning of the extreme
era, starting in the carly 1980s the
culture and rebellions mure of extreme
patrons was dejected by socicty and
was viewed by cities as a menace 10
socicty, The culture and activities,
which included graffiti crews, punk
music, and reckless skatchoarding
mancuvers in urban spaces, gave the
activitics an image of deliance and
rehellion, This new form of sporing
aenivity caused a lod of concemn in
citigs and communities across the
pation a5 the cxireme genre of sporing
aelivity became increasingly populor
By the carly 1990s participation in
extreme sports had skyrocketed and o
gren deal of money and interest had
beon invested in ihe industry. The
crlreme speirts culire chp.m-l-:d
|_|1rh,1|_15!| the commercialism of clothes,
shoes, video games, magazines, and of

{evitinned o page 8

that it is @ creation of peophe and
dieclares “man must make the
metropolitan landscape in his own
image”. The “stratcgic advantage™ of
humians is of course our ability o
adapt over time o new conditions. An
enviroament trely designed in our
image must include this capacity or it
will become as decrepit and unwanied
as the Los Angeles of Blade Runner.
The central tragedy of the film mirrors
this process of urban decay due 1o
poor planning. The Replicants arc also
crzded in man's image, “bul nol 169
Jast”, The central implication of Blade

Euarer s thad ._';l::-i'n,:il}' Foer yumh and
change must be foreseen in the design
of any living environment of machine
bl to bast, W
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Meeting Trequently for
lectures from professors and speakers,
movies, discussion, and food, the
membsers of the Urban Studics
Program {of) Undergraduates {DUG)H
had an active vear,

The fall semester began with
an ice cream social kick-off in which
the department’s concentralors and
potential concentrators gol ogether
during shopping period to discuss in
the ins and outs of urban studies
elassed amd Tn-l||.|ir|:r'|'||:l'|l:5.

Mext wes an informal panel
about life after graduating with an
urban siudics degree. Students heard
from Professors Manon O (Political
Sciencel, Dictrich Meumann
{Architecture/History of A, David
Mever (Sociology), and Mermon
Hendersen {Economics), The
professors spoke of their own career
paths and diecisions 1o becoms
professors in their respective fields, as
well as what undergraduates
considening graduate work in each
field should be thinking about. Many
students thought the best part of the
event was the opporiunity to ask
professors specific questions after the
formial discussion concluded.

Soeon an online alumni
database will be aviilable throwgh the
urban siudics website, which can be
used as o networking device by
current concentralors and alumni. IF
you ane an alum and have imterest o
being a part of the neiwork, please fill
ot the online questionnaine in the
Alummi Metwork section of the urbin
stdies wehsite LM
www, brown edu/Idepariments/
Lirban Swdicsfindex 2 himl) or conmact

T AET T e =

The Urban Studies DUG

BY JESSHOA JOMES TS
Daniel Bestuceia, alumni coordinator,

at danri gl wmnibrown.edu.

Anociher highlight of the fall
was when Mike Levien from an
orgamestion called Eguity Trusi came
to speak o DUG members aboul
4;\-:1rr|1|||||‘|:il:,l |:|.|ld IFusis, mht L'E-I'Il'rn' as a
model of affordable housing, but also
as o revolulion in propeny ownership
and a means wwards the restoration of
democrecy 1n urban communities,
Equity Trust is a non-profit
organization that deals with principals
of equity and their practical
applications. Essentiully, o commumnity
land trust is & model of property
ownership in which parcels of lund are
purchased and placed inte a land trust
that belongs o and is governed by
members of the commumity. When a
omecowner purchases a home from
ihe land trust she does so by acoguinng
o ninety-nine year renewable lease, re-
leasing the property back 1o the lund
trust at an un-inflated rae 7 she
decides to move, and assurning
affordable housing in perpetuily.

DU members also attended a
reception with Kathyrn Kerngan, o
Brown urban stadies alumnae (class of
1900 who 15 now serving as a specil
pssistant 1 the president of the
Alliance for Downtown MNew York --
an organization heavily invelved with
the development of lower Manhattan,
in the area of the World Trade Center
site. The reception followed Kemrigan's
gucsl appearance in Professor Meyer's
“Drawntown Developmient”™ seminar.

Throughout the semesier DUG
members were inviled 1o attend the
weekly lilms that were shown as a
part of Professor Silver’s *City In

5]

[+ NE DR ]

Film™ series, With such classics as
Bladde Ruener amd Metropalis,
Armericon Beaity and Clinafown, a5
well as e distribution of popoom and
film reviews at each viewang, the hilm
Leries wiss not 10 be missed.

The hig event in the works for
the spring is a conferenie on
community organizing, The DUG plans
to invite leaders from four or five
nalional Communily organizing
associations including the Association
for Communitics Organized for
Reform Mow (ACORN ), Mational
People’s Action, Gamaliel, and The
Center Ffor Third World Organizing and
the Applicd Besearch Center.
Representatives from cach erganization
will participate in @ moderated panel
discussion, addressing different
approaches to community Organieang,
i p-:1l,{'11|iu| T -:1rg:|:|||i.-'i|:b" Ly PESICHe
demoeracy inoour urban centers, Uhe
frustrations they Tace, and the future
of community organizing. These ane
fiery, passionate people; the discussion
should be great. Following the
discussion will be a senes of
workshops, led by the representatives
of each oroanization, in which studenls
will have the opporiunity o gamer
activisl adviee and more details of the
philesophy of cach organization, These
workshops will alse be used as a
recruiting ool by these organizations,
This conference is funded pamanly
from the Harmet David Goldberg
endowmaont, a fund established by her
Family in memory of Harriet Goldberg,
a 1956 Alumnoe who hed o strong
interesl in urban ssecs, W

EEss——————— RSN
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Life After Urban Studies...Continued

frontinued from page 3)

using HM¥) Federal Census data. In
order 1o cxamine, calegoriae and
analyze Pawtucket's neighborhoods,
Tracy and [ drew heavily from our
Urban Studies education, ranging from
Professors Malone's and Meumann's
courses concerming the urban buili
environment o Professors Silver's and
Chudacolls trestments of historical as
well as current implications of urban
population interactions, Tracy anc |

il so relied heavily on technical skills
that we had developed in Urban
Studies classes = the most notahle of
which was our ability to manipulate
census data, create maps and conduct
spatial data analyses with Geographic
[nformation System software thanks
10 Professor Kumar's 50 [8T 533
{Introduction 1o Geographic
Information Sysiems).

These two briel vigneties only
scralch the surface of the potential
carcers found within municipal
government, Although the bedroom
community feel of Wellesley may mot
appeal o many of you, for every
Wellesley there ane hundreds of large
cities, small cities and blue-collur
suburbs that are struggling to mainiam
of expand municipal services in the
fuce of shranking budgets, obsiinate

politicians and various forms of
corruption. While Pawiucker
Planning’s primary challenge, at least
according 1o Tracy and my report, is
tor shape urban development so thad
new non-white immigrants will
become integrated into the traditional
white working/middle-class Tabsic of
the city, urban and suburban planning
depantments across the nabion are
attempling to cope with @ wide variety
of post-indusinial transition issues that
range from ethnic segregation o
ccomomic development. Furthermaorne,
Planning Departments and
Departmients of Public Works only
represent a small fraction of the
diversity lound within muenicipal
government, which encompasses such
ficlds as local school administration,
healtheare provision, transportation
planning, elcelera.

Although it may not be the
sexicst job prospect at first glance, the
world of municipal govemment is full
of important challenges that will draw
heawvily from yoiar Ulrban Studies
background and provide you with an
opporiunity 1o make a difference in the
lives of many people. While developing
a municipal recycling program may not
seem like the most efficient way 1o
make a positive difference in peoples’

Extreme Sporting Activities...Continued

frontinued from page 0)

course the spors squpment, As
participation increased, the defiant
attitude manifested 1o a collective
voice which demanded (hat cines
provide recreational facilities for
extreme activities. Cities wene already
grappling with issues of safety,
inarance, and liability for extrems
sporting activities and now additionally

had to negotiate places and regulations
for skate parks. While twenty vears
ago skateboarding, roller skating, and
biking were merely variations of
transportation, today's X generation
has transformed the wrban environment
into an open playground arena. The
movement i provide extreme aclivisis
with skaie parks has been a compli-

lives, the implementation of this badly
needed service would not only diven
toass of waste from the Fall River

land (il but would alse generate
suhstantial additional revenue for he
towm through the sale of the recyclable
materials, revenue which could be
spent i enhance education or other
important public programs in
Wellesley. Similarly, analyring census
datn und drawing imaginary
neighborhood boundaries in Pawiucket
miay nol seem o be the most effective
wiy impact peoples’ lives; bul an
enhanced understanding of a city’s
demographic and spatial charactenstics
will only improve the kocal
government's ability 1o respond to the
necds of its constituents end plan
effectively for future development,
Well, even if [ have not convinced you
that municipal government is a
mieaninglul and interesting carcer path,
youu showld definilely consider the fact
that public secior benefits tend o be
very good and you will be able 10 live
pretty much wherever you want, as a
local povernment exists just aboul
everywhere in the country, Al least
you now have something to say when
your folks drop (he big, nagging
question: “5o, what the hell do you
intend to do with that Urban Suudics
degree anyway?" B

cated but seceessful one, 5o Tar it has
been the answer for centralizing
extreme activities and providing
patrons with a sense of place and
belonging. W

—_ == @@



Broswn University
Urban Studies Program
Box 1833

Providence, R102912

CEhudies Jowrwal

The Urban Studies Journal

Place Mailing
Address Here

THE STUDENTS:

Sasha Polakow-Suransky "0M, a doubie
concentrator in Urban Studics and History,
wits nimed 2 Rhades Scholar for 20003, He
plans 1o use the scholarship to pursue a
doctoraie in Soath Afncaon Hiestory al the
Universigy of Oxford

THE FACULTY:

Professor Chudacoff is preparing new
edihons of three |:I|-..1|:!l.':|-' bowinks: A f'."'.:.lpll-l'

and & Nasion (Tih editton); The Evalation of

American Urbey Sociery (60h edition: amd
Majer Protiems in Amrerrean Urban Hisiory
{2rd edinion), Inoaklition, be i3 continuing
research on los book-length project on the
history of children's play in the United
Shles,

Professor Henderson 15 teaching one grad
class this vear, in urhan econpomics:. He is
researching where beadguariess (HOQ) locare
{big catkes versus small) and what draws
them b particular lecations. He is also
loskiang at the deserminanis of city growith
rales worldwide over the last forty years,
focusing specifically on China and the cosi
of migration restrictions, which sharpdy limit
rural b urban growth,

Professor Malone, who is on sabbatical
leave, s spending the yeor in residence as a
seaior fellow at the Dibner Institute for the
History of Science and Technology in

What's Happening In The Department...

Cambridge, Massachusetts, He is re-
searching waterpower in Lowell, MA and
producing a book manuscripd on Lowell
umber @ contract with Johns Hopkins
University Press,

Professor Meyer's book, Tiwe Noafs of
Amercan fmdusiricfizatton, will be
publishied by Johns Hopkins University
Press in lote spring, It is an inlerpretation
of the agncultural and wurban-indwstreal
iransformation of the antebellum casiern
United Siabes
r :-...':un'hirl.g Hong Kong, Shanghai, and

He 1% also currently

'I'.1i'|'\-|_'1 ax Dinancial centers for Ching and
will be giving aleciure at an intermatisnal
-;,'unl'l.'n'n-:_:u in Hln‘l;.: I\'.l.n:'l;.' i I:ill'l!r June on
that fopic,

Professor Morone®s new book H:':'If,l'e'.'r
Narion: The Polinfes r.l_f-.rl:r..ll ir Amte et
Hixtory has just hit the bookstores. He
hies also recently writien aicles on:
wellre, nutional health insurance, why
obesity is the newest prohibition craze,
angd Harry Poater. Tn addition, he is
degigning a new Urhan Siudics leciure
course, “Brigh Lighis, Mean Strects:
Urban Political Culiuee inthe UIS”, which
will investigaie urban colture through
nowels, Mlms and culiural studies.
Professor Meomann is currently working
on a book aboul the Germaon Skys¢raper

Blovement im thie V9205 and o hii'lllﬁl]ﬂt!, af
Ludwig Mies van der Rohe for Phasdon
Press. He iz alsooanvoldved mm the pregsans
Eron losr the annual neeeling al the Socpely ol
Architeciural Hsionans, whech wall 1ake
place m Pronddence in 3004, His Fall
sEmesher sermenis class worked on a
webpige aboul Providence architeciure and
anexhibition project called “Unkaiki
Providence™, which will coincide withhis
evenl,

Professor (e 15 on leave this semester and
i5 curremtly condiscting research on three
commuEniy-organizing groups in three
diffesent cities: Memphis. TH, Brookiyn, and
Bialtimore. He will return nest fall und teach
iwi pew courses: “The Changing American
Ciry"”, which is & senior seminar, and a
lecrare course, “Urban Politics and Lrban
Publie Policy.”

Professor Silver is currently serving as a
co-organizer with Jose Teeigsohn ol o
conference on “MNew Imimigrants in Urban
Mew England” scheduled for Apnl 25, 2003
at CEREA. She has also recently written
several aricles and given lectures on lopics
such as: 7" Socinl Exclusion: The European
Approach to Socinl Disadvantmge™, “Socal
Exclusion and Baswe Income”, and “MNon-
preefit instibutions in e Mght agains social
exclusion n Frinee and Germany™

—————— B e



	2003 Page1 
	2003 Page2
	2003 Page3
	2003 Page4
	2003 Page5
	2003 Page6
	2003 Page7
	2003 Page8
	2003 Page9

